
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friend:              March 30, 2019 
 
Re:  2019 STOP MILFOIL Annual Appeal 
 
 
 
 
After a very long winter, spring is about to arrive in the Belgrade Lakes.  That means the aquatic plants 
that have been lying dormant under the ice will soon awaken, including the invasive milfoil. 
 
Last summer we pulled 16,818 gallons of invasive milfoil plants from Great Pond and Great Meadow 
Stream.  That was almost the same amount as 2017 and 5 times more than was removed in 2016.   
 
We know we are going to have another tough fight this year.  We’ve had two summers of ideal growing 
conditions with low water levels and plenty of sunshine.  As a result, the invasive milfoil has regained a 
very strong foothold.   
 
Sharon Mann, the 7 Lakes Alliance Milfoil Removal Manager, reports that invasive milfoil is now the 
dominant plant in Great Meadow Stream. 
 
This resurgence of growth is the reason we have planned and budgeted for an even more aggressive 
action plan of plant removal this summer.  New England Milfoil will be on the job for 10 weeks this year, 
three more than last year.  The STOP MILFOIL crew is scheduled to work 20 weeks this summer, a full 7 
more weeks than last year. 
 
Your Help Still Very Much Needed 
In 2018, the BLA invested a total of $110,294 in the STOP MILFOIL program.  Thanks to your generosity 
we collected $100,840.   But as you can see, donations are still running behind our expenses. 
 
This summer we plan to increase our total STOP MILFOIL budget to $130,600 to fund the extra weeks 
that New England and our own STOP MILFOIL crew will be pulling plants.  (See details in enclosed STOP 
MILFOIL information piece.)  So, we will continue to need your generous support. 
 
Please consider making a donation to the 2019 STOP MILFOIL Annual Appeal. Your financial support has 
helped up successfully control this milfoil infestation the last 7 years.  Your continued support will help 
us close the funding gap and launch an even more aggressive removal plan this year. 
 
 
 
 Continued on next page. 

PO Box 551, 137 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, Maine 04918   www.belgradelakesassociation.org   207-512-5150 
 



 
 
 
Please make your check payable to “BLA – STOP MILFOIL” and mail it in the enclosed envelope or make a 
donation directly online at: www.belgradelakesassociation.org.   
 
Thank you very much for your ongoing support.  Every dollar you donate will go into a dedicated STOP 
MILFOIL bank account and be used only for fighting milfoil on Great Pond and keeping it from spreading 
into Long Pond. 
 
Help us keep our lakes clean and free of this invasive threat.  It’s critically important to our lakes, our 
community and the generations to come. 
 
With great appreciation, 
 
 
 
 
Lynn Matson        
STOP MILFOIL Task Force Chair 
and Your BLA Board of Directors

 

George Atkinson Stephanie Gardner Jack Schultz 
John Atkinson  Dick Greenan  Maggie Shannon 
Polly Beatie  Carol Johnson  Bill Shontell 
Andy Cook, PhD Richard LaBelle Tom Sidar 
Pat Donahue  Bert Languet  Steve Smith  
Paul Feinberg  Rhoads Miller  Dr. Alex Wall 
Liz Fontaine  Gail Rizzo 
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2019 STOP MILFOIL Annual Appeal

This battle is not over.  Large quantities of invasive milfoil were removed from Great Meadow 
Stream last year.  And there is much more work to do

What You Can Do To Help
Invasive milfoil is a critical threat to our whole community that can not only degrade the quality and appeal 
of our lakes but also reduce property values and hurt our local businesses and economy.  If you love our lakes 
and want to see them preserved in their beautiful clean natural state, here’s what you can do to help:

1.  Learn – Become familiar with invasive milfoil and learn to identify it.  Be on the lookout for it when you are 
on the water.  Visit the Maine Lakes Resource Center in Belgrade Lakes Village to see live samples of invasive 
milfoil and get updates on the work being done to remove it from our lakes.

2.  Inspect – This is very important.  Check all your watercraft, trailers, mooring lines, anchors, oars and paddles 
for plant fragments.  Also, look for plants on fishing lures and nets as well as hunting decoys, decoy lines, 
duck boats, waders and blinds.  Prevention is still the best way to keep new infestations from getting started 
and to prevent milfoil from jumping from lake to lake.  

3.  Sign Up – Volunteer to become an Adopt-A-Shoreline volunteer and patrol your shoreline for new out-
breaks.  Just call 207 495-6039 for details and to sign up.  Thank you.

4.  Give – Make a donation to the 2019 BLA STOP MILFOIL Annual Appeal by sending a check made out to “BLA 
– STOP MILFOIL” in the enclosed remit envelope or donate online at www.belgradelakesassociation.org.   
Every dollar donated goes into a special STOP MILFOIL bank account and will be used only for fighting  
invasive milfoil on Great Pond and keeping it from spreading into Long Pond.

This is a fight we are winning.  We have kept the invasive milfoil from spreading all around Great Pond and 
getting into Long Pond.  But the battle is not over.  We’ve got to keep it up or risk losing all the headway we’ve 
made over the last 7 years.
Thank you for your vigilance and your very generous donations.  With your ongoing support this is a battle we will 
keep right on winning.

Thank you for helping save our lakes and their futures in the Belgrades.

INVASIVE MILFOIL... 
...A GROWING FOE



    

Map of Great Pond and Long Pond with variable milfoil locations in red and Adopt-A-Shoreline areas in yellow.

Invasive Milfoil … Now the Dominant Plant in      
       Great Meadow Stream
• 2018 was another big growth year for invasive milfoil.  16,818 

gallons of the invasive plants were removed from Great Pond 
and Great Meadow Stream, almost the exact same amount as 
2017 and 5 times more than 2016.

• 10 gallons were also removed from Robbins Mill Stream and the 
infestation in Great Meadow Stream migrated further out into 
the mouth of the stream.

• The large harvest was the result of ideal growing conditions, low 
water levels and plenty of warm sunny days.  Milfoil Removal 
Manager, Sharon Mann, reported that invasive milfoil is now the 
dominant plant in Great Meadow Stream.  

Invasive milfoil spreads by hitching a ride on 
boats, motors, trailers, anchors and fishing  
lures.  Please inspect your gear.

• The strong growth of invasive milfoil last year and its pervasiveness in Great Meadow Stream demands an 
even more aggressive action plan in 2019.

• New England Milfoil, the Maine based professional dive company, will be removing invasive milfoil for 9-10 
weeks next summer, three more than last year, to get ahead of the resurgence of growth in Great Mead-
ow Stream.  They will be on the lake 3 weeks in July, 3 weeks in August and 3-4 weeks in September to 
mid-October.

• The STOP MILFOIL crew will be much more engaged in milfoil removal this year.  They are budgeted to 
work from mid-May through September, 7 more weeks than last year.  They will also conduct searches of 
the shoreline of both lakes for new outbreaks.  

• The Maine Departments of Environmental Protection and In-
land Fish and Wildlife will be asked to again close Great  
Meadow Stream to all motorized watercraft in 2019 for the 
safety of our divers and to minimize plant fragmentation.

• Following a major expansion in 2018, the Adopt-A-Shoreline 
leaders will go back and reengage the early program volunteers 
to ensure that survey work is being conducted and findings 
reported.  Please consider signing up.  We need your help.

• The STOP MILFOIL Fund Raising Drive is now in its 8th year.  
Last year you contributed $100,840.  Thank you!  But we spent 
$109,500.  We need to close the gap.  With your generous  
support we’ll do it.

2019 STOP MILFOIL Action Plan

• Invasive milfoil is a persistent and resilient foe that takes advantage of every favorable growing condition to 
overtake our native aquatic plant populations.  We won’t eradicate it but we must keep it in check.

• The entire shorelines of Great Pond and Long Pond were surveyed.  No new outbreaks were found.  Some  
regrowth was found late in the fall in Rome Trout Brook.  Its removal will be a top priority this spring. 

• Courtesy Boat Inspectors, posted at the Great Pond and Long Pond ramps from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm, seven days 
a week from Memorial Day to Labor Day, conducted 6,048 inspections and recovered 220 plant segments.

• Adopt-A-Shoreline volunteers are now checking almost 70% of the total shoreline of Great Pond and Long 
Pond.

Lake Minnetonka in Minnesota is overrun 
with invasive milfoil.  We can’t let that hap-
pen here!


